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 Mission  
Our Mission is to make 

disciples of Jesus Christ for 

the transformation of the 

world. 

 

Vision  

Seeking to be an inclusive 

faith community that compels 

us to extend God’s love in our 

neighborhood and world. 

 

Core Values 

 

Diversity & 

Inclusiveness:   

Seeking to affirm every 

person as a child of God. 

 

Scripture, Tradition,  

Experience and Reason:   

Searching for truth  

in our faith community. 

 

Peace & Justice:  

Striving for positive social 

change in our neighborhood 

and world. 

 

Trinity United Methodist 

Church 

1100 Lake Drive SE 

Grand Rapids, MI   49506  

616.456.7168  

office@grtumc.org 
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MESSAGE FROM PASTOR STEVE 
 
Fall Worship Theme: “Living in the Wilderness” 

 
Living through the global coronavirus  

pandemic is like living in the wilderness.  
In Scripture, the wilderness is a place of 

preparation for something new. God chose 
Moses to lead God’s people out of slavery 

in Egypt to freedom and a land of their 
own, flowing with milk and honey. But  
God knew the newly liberated slaves were 

not prepared for life in Canaan.  
 

The book of Exodus tells the story of how God led the people through forty years in the  
wilderness. Years of living in the wilderness were needed to prepare the Israelites for life in 

their new land. 
 

In the synoptic Gospels Matthew, Mark, and Luke tell us that the Holy Spirit sent Jesus into the 
wilderness immediately after his baptism by John in the Jordan River. Jesus spent forty days in 

the wilderness to prepare him for his mission.  
 

We are in a kind of wilderness. God is preparing us for life in the post-pandemic world. That 
world will be different from the world interrupted by the coronavirus and covid-19.  

 
Therefore, it is very timely that all the Revised Common Lectionary Old Testament lessons  

for this Fall, beginning with September 6, are taken from the Book of Exodus. In our worship 
during the Sundays of September and October we will explore how God is leading us through 
the wilderness of this pandemic.  

 
Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Steve 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP AT THE SNYDERS 
SUNDAY, SEPT. 13, 5PM 

 

SPECIAL OUTDOOR WORSHIP at the Snyder residence (2280 Grand River Dr NE in Ada) 
on Sunday, September 13, at 5pm. Enjoy all the beauty a late-summer evening in Michigan has 

to offer by joining Pastor Steve and the Worship Band in worshiping the Creator and sharing 
in a joyful time of fellowship- at a safe distance, of course. Bring your lawn chairs or blankets, 

your mask, and even a light picnic. See you there! 



OFFICE OPEN 
 

The Trinity office is open 
and staffed Mondays 

from 11am-2pm 
throughout the summer. 

You must wear a mask 
and sign in. Limited room 

use. 
 

UPPER ROOM 

 
The September/October 

issue is here! Contact 
Betsy in the church office 

for pick-up or delivery at 
office@grtumc.org; 

456.7168. 
 

 
PRAYER & CARE 

 
Thank you for all the cards, 

calls, and prayers while I 
was in the hospital. We 

are so grateful for our 
Trinity family. Allen Myers 
 

Condolences to Rick 
Nelson and family in the 

death of his former sister
-in-law, Susan Stevens, 

Aug. 16, in Iowa.  
 

 
TURQUOISE TABLES 

 
Native American Prayer 

Ribbons will be available 
at the Turquoise Tables 

in September. Tie a 
ribbon while lifting a 

prayer to God! 
 

 
SAVE THE DATE 

 
Zoom Church 

Conference Saturday, 
Nov. 21, 1:15pm. 
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HOSPITALITY STATEMENT 
Trinity UMC celebrates the diversity of the human  

community and affirms the sacred worth of each person  
as a recipient of God’s love and grace. As disciples of Jesus 

Christ, we declare ourselves to be an open and inclusive  
congregation and welcome into full participation all persons 

regardless of gender, race, national origin, physical or mental 
abilities, sexual orientation, gender identity, age, marital  

status or economic condition. 

EVENTS, OPPORTUNITIES & UPDATES 
To have news listed in the October Trinity in Touch, submit your content to the church  

office at office@grtumc.org on or before Monday, September 21. 

DO YOU HAVE A 3RD GRADER? 

The tradition of gifting our 3rd Graders with a Bible is a longstanding celebration at Trinity. 
Even though covid-19 may be keeping us from being together, we are still going to gift our 

children with delivery to their home along with a mini celebration! 

Do you have a 3rd grader? Let us know as soon as possible so we can make sure your child 

is included in this milestone. office@grtumc.org; 456.7168 

CAN YOU HELP? 
 
Feeling bored? Discipleship needs some help with some upcoming projects. Look over the 

list and let us know if you like to donate your time! 
 

*   Sort through the Children Literature Kiosk and Reading Room books and organize 
them. We are going to be dropping off books at home through our Driveway Discipleship 

and need them ready to go! 
 

*   Art Room reorganization of storage items, art  
materials and resources. We could also use large  
plastic bins to store larger themed materials in. 

 
*   Dusting and organizing of the Library books and  

study materials. 
 

*   Cleaning of toys and room materials in the Pre-K 
room and Nursery. 

 
*   Painting of the Turquoise Tables (needs another 

coat). 
 

Many hands make light work! Contact Nichea Ver Veer 
Guy to assist at orangecelt00@aol.com; 456.7168. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCJ_1sMCBm8kCFYFCPgodGOsNMw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.viterbo.edu%2Fhumanities-symposium%2F2014-radical-hospitality&bvm=bv.107763241,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNHYZmJ
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

 
Join us this fall for a wide variety of Adult Faith Formation options. Watch your email for weekly Zoom links! Contact  

Nichea Ver Veer Guy, Discipleship Pathways Director, for more info at orangecelt00@aol.com; 456.7168. 
 
*********************************************************************************************************** 

 
 

ZOOM BIBLE STUDY & MIDDAY PRAYER 
WEDNESDAYS, BEGINNING SEPT. 2, 12:00PM  

Join Pastor Steve every Wednesday for scripture reading and  
discussion, followed by a quiet time of midday prayer and reflection. 

 
 

 
*********************************************************************************************************** 

 
ACCOUNTABLE DISCIPLSHIP BOOK STUDY 

WEDNESDAYS- SEPT. 9, 16, 23, 30; OCT. 7, 14- 6:30PM  
 

On September 9 we will begin a six-week study of Pastor Steve’s first book, Accountable 
Discipleship: Living in God’s Household. Discipleship Ministries (formerly General Board  
of Discipleship) asked Steve to write a resource to provide Biblical, theological, and  

historic foundations for small groups in the Wesleyan tradition. Meeting regularly with 3 
to 6 other Jesus followers is a means of grace. Conversation centered on what we have 

done, or not done, in our daily striving to live the Christian life opens our hearts to 
grace. John Wesley and the people called Methodists understood this. That’s why all of 

them made time to meet weekly in small groups, to watch over one another in love. 
Those small groups were the “method” of Methodism. Pastor Steve looks forward to 

joining you via Zoom for six Wednesdays at 6:30pm beginning September 9.  
Register here 

 
Sept. 9- Accountable Discipleship: How we live in God’s Household 

Sept. 16 - The Foundation: Accountable Discipleship and the Bible 
Sept. 23- The Framework: A Theology of Accountable Discipleship 

Sept. 30 - The Family Story: John Wesley and the People Called Methodists 
Oct. 7- Class Leaders: Stewards of Sanctification 

Oct. 14- Accountable Discipleship and Generosity 
 
*********************************************************************************************************** 

 
MUSIC WITH THE MAESTRO 

MONDAYS- SEPT. 14, 21, 28- 6:30PM  
 

All welcome for “Music Talks” with Randy Burghart. If you’ve ever 
wondered who Gregory was and what all the chanting was about, 

come find out! In the course of four one-hour sessions, Randy will 
offer an overview of the history of church music, including its biblical 

and cultural origins and its development to the present. A very  
broad topic, to be sure, but one that will provide context for our  

understanding of music in the church today. Take a deeper look at the  
music that influences intersections of our faith journey and secular life. 

Randy Burghart will guide us as we discover the complex stories of 
the music we cherish. Look for your weekly Zoom link via email. 

 
 

Book available for purchase at  

Upper Room Bookstore,  
Amazon, or Cokesbury.  

https://reg.planetreg.com/E72110243717319
https://bookstore.upperroom.org/
https://www.amazon.com/Accountable-Discipleship-Living-Gods-Household/dp/0881773395/ref=sr_1_3?crid=1NXP7HL4A3TXX&dchild=1&keywords=accountable+discipleship+living+in+god%27s+household&qid=1598466787&sprefix=accountalbe+discipl%2Caps%2C172&sr=8-3
https://www.cokesbury.com/9780881773392-Accountable-Discipleship?refq=accountable%20discipleship
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    SPIRITTALK BOOK GROUP 

 TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15- 7PM 
  

 Join us via Zoom for review of “A Single Thread,” by 
 Tracy Chevalier via Zoom. Purchase book on your 

 own. Contact Joy Murphy for more info at  
 joymurphygr@gmail.com. 

 
 

*********************************************************************************************************** 
 

CHOSEN: SUNDAYS- SEPT. 20, 27; OCT. 4, 11, 18, 25; NOV. 1, 8- 11AM 
Join us Sundays following Zoom worship for “The Chosen,” historically depicting 

the stories of the Disciples and followers Jesus selected to continue his ministry. 
I wonder what it would have been like being a Disciple of Jesus Christ? 

Begins September 20; led by Nichea VerVeer Guy. 

*********************************************************************************************************** 

DEEPER, BETTER, CLEARER: SUNDAYS- 6-7:30PM 

You may be familiar with seeing the letters “DBC” in our worship folder. What is DBC?  We are a 

small group at Trinity, a group of persons who long to “grow Deeper, love Better, and see God more 
Clearly, DBC. Since January, 2018, we’ve been meeting weekly on Sunday evenings, 6-7:30pm, to 

study, pray and share fellowship together. Father Richard Rohr, globally recognized Franciscan priest, 
has been our guide. Beginning Sunday, September 20, we will start a new Rohr book, “The Universal 

Christ.” Most of us know who Jesus was, but who was Christ? Is the word simply Jesus’ last name? 
Drawing on scripture, history, and spiritual practice, Rohr offers a transformative view of Jesus  

Christ as a portrait of God’s constant, unfolding work in the world. Come join us if your heart  
desires connection and transformation. Contact Merrita Tumonong at tumonongmsw@gmail.com; 

616.240.4538 with questions or if you wish to join us.   

 
COMING IN OCTOBER- MONDAYS, 6:30PM: “DIALOGUES ON RACE” BOOK & VIDEO DISCUSSION 

GRACE GROUP HOSTS NEEDED 
 
The global pandemic has disrupted all of our lives and the life of the church. For now, it is not safe to gather indoors with a 

large group of people. But meeting in small groups of 3-7 people, while remaining 6 feet apart and wearing face masks is 
much safer. Small groups may also meet virtually using Zoom, Google Hangout, Google Meet, and WebEx. 

 
If there ever was a time to re-tradition the “method” of Methodism now is that time. Small groups were the “method” of 

Methodism for 150 years, until it was completely abandoned in the early 20th century. Now is the time to recapture this 
powerful resource of our Wesleyan tradition. We’re calling this ministry Grace Groups.  

 
A Grace Group is 3-7 people who agree to meet regularly for mutual support and accountability for living the Baptismal 
covenant. Groups decide when and where and how often to meet. Meetings may be in-person or virtual.  

 
Each group needs a host. The host is a person who serves as host for the group in their home, at the church building, or 

online. A host recruits 2 to 6 friends to be in a Grace Group with them. The host is not the group’s leader. The group will 
decide how the meetings will be led. Groups will begin meeting after the Accountable Discipleship: Living in God’s Household 

book study is completed. Contact Pastor Steve if you are willing to be a Grace Group Host. pastorsteve@grtumc.org; 
615.948.0650. 

MORE…. 

ADULT FAITH  

FORMATION 

mailto:tumonongmsw@gmail.com
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                          TRINITYKIDS 
 
Our children will again be adjusting to various hybrid ways of experiencing 

school due to covid-19 restrictions. The Children’s Council has decided to 
give families some time to adapt their schedules and learning platforms by 

waiting to begin our Faith Formation for children until October. We will 
produce our own videos of lessons with the Trinity volunteers that our 

children know. We will hear Bible stories presented through Children and 
Worship, enjoy music sing-alongs, explore wacky science, and develop 

home spirituality opportunities for all ages.  
 

Our Driveway Discipleship will involve delivering family backpacks to your home that help you navigate faith development at 

home. The backpacks will include: 

 Home resources for designing prayer and worship centers 

 Support materials and resources for parents 

 Fun activities for children of various ages 

 Companion resources for families to use alongside school work 

 Links to websites, library resources and literature that can help families navigate 

 
I would like to thank the many volunteers who through the spring and summer have been putting together Driveway  
Discipleship packages for families, producing Virtual VBS, writing letters of support for families and holding families in  

supportive prayer. The Trinity “village” has been amazing. We will also continue to offer mission opportunities for you to  
be a part of. We just finished an ingathering for the Child Advocacy Center, in need of stress-releasing materials for children 

in the legal interviewing process concerning abuse and neglect cases.   
 

In September, we will begin a project that involves advocacy letter-writing and the ingathering of items that are desperately 
needed in the US/Mexico border migrant camps. These persons are awaiting the legal processing of their asylum status in 

horrid conditions. Deaconess Cindy Johnson is working to get these much needed items to the women and children with 
the most vital needs. (note below) 

 
Let the office know if you have not been receiving any of the Driveway Discipleship materials and we will make sure you are 

on the list! Please feel free to contact me with questions. 
 

Nichea VerVeer Guy, Discipleship Pathways Director 
orangecelt00@aol.com    

Lightweight children's tops/shorts 

Fold-up rain coats  
Masks  

Feminine hygiene items 
Hand sanitizer 

DEACONESS CINDY JOHNSON is a United Methodist Woman working along the US/Mexico border in ministry 

with those in the migrant camps awaiting asylum hearings in the US. Their conditions are appalling. Their needs are many. 
Women and children are especially vulnerable. Attached is one of her updates that can help you to understand the vital 

needs of the migrants. She also is encouraging us to take part in a letter-writing campaign to get conditions addressed. 
We will be ingathering items she has requested and send mid-September. Needs include: 

 
 

Flip flops for all ages 
Diapers                              

Wipes                                
Rash cream                         
Sun lotion                           

Bug spray                            
 

 
 

 
Bring your items to the church office on Mondays 11am-2pm, or call the office for a pickup. If you would like to send a  

donation of money that can be used to purchase items or to pay for shipping, make your check out to TrinityUMC/border. 

mailto:Orangecelt00@aol.com
https://www.facebook.com/1255023421/posts/10223325460145486/?extid=SoeEkwBjhNLpMBZu&d=n//tumcsvr1/UserFolder/b.weems/My%20Documents/$RECYCLE.BIN
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NATIONAL RECOVERY MONTH 
 

September is National Recovery Month. Like so many of you,  

I am in recovery. During these isolating and weird times, I have 
had to adjust, increase and add to my list of coping strate-

gies. And I reached out for help in some new places. Early in  
my recovery I turned to God, my own Higher Power, to access 

strength I didn’t yet have. And then I forgot. Not the kind of 
forgetting that causes an inconvenience or can be fixed with  

an apology. It’s the kind of forgetting that leads to suffering, 
loneliness, isolation and shame. Have you experienced that? 

I can assure you that millions of people across the world are living with and recovering from eating disorders, mental illness and  

addictions. Now, more than ever, lack of social interaction is driving so many back into patterns of fear, isolation and shame. If this is 
you or someone you care about, help is out there. Mental Health supports are available, confidential, and often free. And recovery IS 

POSSIBLE! Blessed recovery through the strength of our Redeemer and the hope of new life awaits all of us- over and over and over 
again.   

I invite all of us to learn more about addiction, mental health and the path to recovery. Even if you have never yourself struggled with 
addiction or mental health, perhaps your lack of experience has resulted in judging or misunderstanding the actions or inaction of  

others. Please, learn more. Reducing the stigma associated with addiction and mental health means more of us will live with rather 
than die from our pain. 

If you’re feeling emotional distress due to the covid-19 pandemic, help is available. There are many ways to connect with emotional-
support services without the need to leave home. Click here for more info.    

For free phone screening for substance abuse treatment, call 616.336.3909. Have a family member or friend experiencing addition? 
Check out Al Anon. Think you understand addiction? Watch Ted Talk Everything You Know about Addiction is Wrong.  

 
A Trinity Parishioner 

 

                                               If you need support do this: Tell someone you trust. 

         

           “THEY CALLED US THE ENEMY” BOOK REVIEW 

 

It was unfortunate more didn't join us for review of “They Called Us The Enemy,” by 
Goerge Takei. If the name doesn't sounds familiar, perhaps you remember him as Hikaru 
Sulu on Star Trek? In 1942, President Roosevelt ordered all people of Japanese descent  

be rounded up and sent to “relocation centers” on the west coast, basically concentration 
camps. This book is a first hand account of George’s years behind barbed wire and  

terrorism via legalized racism, and a graphic account of the hardship, loss and regaining  
life for his family. Copies available in the Trinity library. Will we ever learn to all be  

brothers again? 

https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_99557---,00.html
https://al-anon.org/
https://www.ted.com/talks/johann_hari_everything_you_think_you_know_about_addiction_is_wrong
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FINANCES- WHERE ARE WE? 
FINANCIAL REPORT-JANUARY 1 TO JUNE 30, 2020 

 

By the grace of God, our finances are in a good position. A big 
thank you to the generosity of our congregation and of our old and 

new friends who join us in our Sunday worship service online via 
Zoom. For the six months ending on June 30, 2020, a snapshot of 

our finances are summarized below: 
 

Receipts:   $279,210  
Expenses:  $221,972  
Surplus       $57,238     

 
Our expenses are within 1% lower than budget and our receipts are 11% higher than budget. The large increase in receipts 

is mainly because of the Payroll Protection Loan we received in May from the government under the CARES Act passed  
by Congress. The loan is for $57,400, and while we are optimistic that the loan will be forgiven, we are careful to hold the 

surplus in reserve. Furthermore, there is also deficit in previous years that must be covered, and we have to reckon with 
the economic uncertainty wrought by the pandemic as we go forward into the future.  

 
We are grateful that even in the midst of the pandemic, giving continues to come in at 100% of the committed estimate of 

giving amount from our members. It helps tremendously that majority of the pledges are automatically drawn from the 
member’s bank account. We also receive contributions from our friends on the internet as we are able to receive donations 

online through our website, thanks to our treasurer, Joy Murphy, for activating this part of our financial system. Detailed 
financial reports are available in the church office. We celebrate this positive financial position of our church and we say 

thank you all for your gifts and prayers! 
 

Pros Tumonong 
Chair, Finance Committee  

POLICY GOVERNANCE BOARD 
 
Greetings,  

 
Times are difficult in 2020, but we are headed in the right direction. 

We, as a church, have come together in support of one another  
during times of separation, through covid-19, illness, and even  

death. Faith held us together while we mourned the loss of John 
Czuhajewski, and Grace showed us what a leader he was. I have 

returned to position of Chair, and know I have big shoes to fill as 
John did a great job in the PGB leadership.   
 

Together, PGB has met via Zoom and in person, and will continue these meetings consistently reviewing the CDC  
guidelines, Governor Whitmer’s guidelines, and the Church’s practice regarding safely returning to in-person worship. As  

fall approaches, we will look at further outdoor worship opportunities, small gatherings, and committee meetings, whether 
in person (groups under 10) in separate areas of the building, or via Zoom, so we may maintain the different operations of 

the church. Our next PGB Meeting is scheduled for Saturday, Sept. 13, 10am, where we'll discuss all our options. 
 

In the meantime, worship will continue as we know it for now via Zoom. If the situation remains the same, but the  
congregation grows, we hold the option of a live-stream service with a Zoom coffee hour for socially separated unity.  

It certainly isn’t the kind of unity anyone ever imagined we would be in, but here we are, ever changing and rolling with it!  
We don’t know what the future holds or what waits around the corner. But, we do know God is already there awaiting us.  

I look forward to working toward this new chapter at Trinity. Contact me at keychain00769@yahoo.com; 616.318.9210 
with questions and/or concerns.   

 
Peace and God’s Grace,  

Sue Clare, PGB Chair 

mailto:keychain00769@yahoo.com
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                     MISSIONS 

 
As you may recall, Trinity is a godparent to the United 
Methodist Church in Cameroon, founded by the efforts 

of Victor Ayuk, who attended Trinity while a college  
student under the mentorship of Reverend Chuck and 
Marcile Garrod. Over the years Trinity has provided  

covenant support to missionaries in Cameroon. While the 
Board of Global Missions no longer sends missionaries to 

Cameroon, we wish to continue in relationship with the 
Cameroonian people. Many people have been displaced and 

lost their livelihoods during the civil unrest. 
 

This year, Trinity will support the programs of the United Methodist Women's Association in Cameroon. UMWAC was 
created in 2005 under the leadership of Regional Missionary Catherine Akale. UMWAC helps women exercise their equal 

human rights, and encourages young women to go to school and know God. UMWAC also provides literacy and business 
training and offers microloans to women entrepreneurs. Through ongoing “Ruth Projects” in Buea, Lebamzip, Douala, and 

Yaounde this summer, UMWAC has been teaching core business skills for Entrepreneurship. Missions will be sending $940 
from missionary support and undesignated gifts. Thank you, Trinity, for making this possible!  

 
 

CARING COINS 
 
January & February- NECM Supper House: $123.51 

 
March- Dwelling Place: $25.72 

 
Easter Offering- UMCOR Covid-19 Disaster Relief: $225 

 
Native American Ministries Sunday: $110 

 
Christian Education Sunday: $200 

 
Thank you, Trinity, for your continued generosity during these times. 

                   

                   MEMORIAL & ENDOWMENT 

 
Our Trinity Foundation has grown steadily over the years. We sincerely thank 

those who have remembered us in your will. Our fund now pays a significant 
amount annually towards the upkeep of the church structure and organ.  

 
The United Methodist Foundation has produced a booklet entitled "Where 

It's At.” This free booklet is very handy when used as a guide for locating  
all your personal items as well as instructions. It places your personal  

information in one place to be used by your descendants. Should you desire 
a copy of this free book, contact Betsy in the Trinity office at  

office@grtumc.org; 456.7168.  
 

In addition, we are very grateful to the estate of George and Joyce Slykhouse 
for a recent substantial donation to our Endowment Fund. George was 
instrumental in setting up our fund years ago.  

 
Lynn Francis, 

Memorial & Endowment Chair                        
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THREE NEW PROJECTS AT COMMUNITY MINISTRIES 
 
 
Interested in learning more about the Enneagram and how it can help in your everyday 

life? Join us for this two session workshop that helps introduce you to the Enneagram 
and gets you started on the journey of self-exploration. What’s different about the  

Enneagram from other personality traits? It doesn’t stop at just listing your traits, but 
instead explores why you do the things you do and the motivation that can be behind 

those decisions. 
 

Our hope is that this workshop will be in person at Trinity, but if covid-19 numbers  
remain high we will be moving these sessions to a Zoom platform. We hope to make 

this decision the beginning of October in order to open it up to more participants if we 
are meeting online. To register, email Matt at m.witkowski@grtumc.org. Sign up today 
as space is limited! 

 
 

 
 

Our new Advocacy Workshop Series is a great way to get introduced to the 
world of advocacy. This is a 101 level workshop helping identify people’s passions 

and helping them take the first few steps to turning their passion into actionable 
steps for change. In this program no specific topic will be the focus, but instead 

the process of becoming an advocate. 
 

 
 

 
 

The “seen” Project  is an advocacy project that helps bring churches and  
individuals together in partnership with Elementary Schools around the state of 
Michigan to provide book packages representing children with the spectrum of 

special needs to school libraries at no cost. Our hope is that these book  
packages will be prominently displayed in libraries so that children representing 

the special needs community can be “seen” and celebrated in literature to help 
foster a sense of inclusion at an early age. One additional benefit is that we are 

also partnering with two organizations that help provide opportunities for  
individuals with special needs. This project will require the help of donor  

individuals and churches to help network to schools across the state and  
purchase packages to help us reach our goal of 100 schools! For more  

information on this exciting new project, contact the Community Ministries  
Program at 616.456.7260; m.witkowski@grtumc.org. 

mailto:m.witkowski@grtumc.org
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                                                      TRINITY: OUR GOAL IS IN SIGHT 

  

For the past couple of years under the direction of Jann and Allen Meyers, Trinity has been collecting grocery store receipts to 

raise money for Community Ministries. We owe them a huge thank you for all the work they have done. I have agreed to become 

the point person for this program. 

  

Spartan/Nash Stores- D&W Fresh Markets, Family Fare Stores, Forest Hills Foods, Ada Fresh Market- are offering non-profits the oppor-

tunity to earn awards in $1,000 increments by collecting receipts totaling $150,000. Currently, Trinity is at $143,000. We only need 

another $7,000 to get our first $1,000. In the Parlor, there is a box where you can put your receipts. Until we start meeting again in 

person, we understand getting your receipts to church can be hard. Just keep collecting! Once we reach $150,000, we will start a 

new batch of receipts towards another $1,000. If you are nearby church on Mondays between 11am-2pm, bring in your receipts. 

  

REQUIREMENTS FOR SUBMITTING RECEIPTS 

The entire tape must be turned in. If there is a coupon  

on the back of the receipt you want to use for yourself, 

please cut it out and use it. Note sample of good and bad 

receipts. 

 

I have been helping a friend’s church do this program to 

raise funds for their food pantry, and have created some 

materials to help us gather receipts faster. There is no 

limit to how many times we can turn in $150,000 in  

receipts. The first help is a business card sized refrigerator 

magnet. I purchased enough for each household attending Trinity as well as extras for friends, 

family, Community Ministries families and neighbors. Hopefully we will need to order more as 

we grow this program. I keep my magnet on my refrigerator along with a magnetic potato chip clip. 

I clip my receipts on the chip clip until I turn them in at church.  

  

SECOND AID FOR USE 

Think how fast we can earn another $1,000 if we could increase the number of households collecting receipts. If we had 10 times 

the number of families. Many churches are collecting these so some people you know may already be donating them somewhere else.  

Below is a sample letter to my neighbors asking them to collect receipts. I have a plastic box on my front porch that neighbors 

place receipts in without me having to be there.  

  

Hi Neighbor,                                                

 

I’m helping my church collect D&W, Forest Hills Foods, Family Fare, and Ada Fresh Market receipts for our after school program for  

neighborhood kids called Community Ministries. Please help us change lives, one receipt at a time. When we turn in $150,000 of receipts 

from Spartan Stores, they will write us a check for $1,000. This will be used to support the various programs we offer to area children. By 

donating your receipts, you help pay for the food and materials we purchase for the kids. If you would like to help out, just save your D&W, 

Forest Hills Foods, Family Fare, and Ada Fresh Market receipts and approximately once a month or whenever you want, drop them off at my 

house. I will have a small box on my front porch. If you want me to pick them up, please call my cell at 616.893.5212. 

 

Hint #1- Keep our magnetic business card as a reminder and a magnetic chip clip on your refrigerator door to hold the receipts.   

Hint #2- After you pay at the checkout, always choose “print receipt.” 

  

If you want to pass this on to your friends, co-workers and family, please do so. Thanks for your help. 

 

Bob Kleinhans                                                                  

5852 Arbol Ct. NE  Rockford 

 

HERE’S MY OFFER TO YOU 

If you want to offer this message to your friends, family and neighbors, I will edit this for each member in the congregation with 

your personal information. Just send an email to rektenor@aol.com; subject Direct Your Dollars with changes you desire. Obviously 

your name, address and phone would be changed. How many copies would you like? You can request additional copies at any 

time. I will also include the same number of magnets. We will figure out how to get these to you. If you have other ideas how we 

can make this program better, please contact me at 616.893.5212; rektenor@aol.com. Note- we are not allowed to approach other  

shoppers in the grocery stores. We will keep you updated on our progress once a month.  

  

Blessings on you and your family- Bob Kleinhans 

mailto:rektenor@aol.com
mailto:rektenor@aol.com


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday    Friday Saturday 

Room Codes: 

A- Awakenings Preschool Nursery 

C- Center (Main Office) 

CM- Community Ministries Office 

CR- Choir Room 

D- Discovery Room 

F- Fellowship Hall 

FK- Fellowship Hall Kitchen 

FS- Fireside 

G- Gym 

LA- Lawn 

L- Library 

N- Nursery 

O- Offsite 

P- Parlor 

PK- Parlor Kitchen 

P & A- Pit & Alley 

PL- Parking Lot 

S- Sanctuary 

Y- Youth Room 

Z- Zoom 

2 

12p: Bible Study 

& Prayer- Z 

6p: Youth 

Group, Z 

1 
 
 

 

Page 11/ September 2020 

3  

6p: Youth 

Group, Z 

6:15p: 

Girl Scouts- LA 

4 

 

Office Closed 

 

5 
 

 

6 

10a: Worship 
 

10 

Labor Day- 

Office Closed 

8 
 

 

9 
12p: Bible Study & 

Prayer- Z 

6p: Youth Group, Z 

6:30p: Book Study- 

Z 

10 
 

6p: Youth 

Group, Z 

11 
 

Office Closed 

12 

10a: Policy 

Governance 

Board- Z 

13 

10a: Worship 

5p: Outdoor 

Worship- O 

14 

 

9:15a: Staff Mt. 

6:30p: Music 

Talks, Z 

15 
 

7p: Spirittalk 

Book Group, 

Z 

16 
12p: Bible Study & 

Prayer- Z 

6p: Youth Group, Z 

6:30p: Book Study- 

Z 

17 
6p: Youth 

Group, Z 

6:15p: 

Girl Scouts- LA 

18 
 

Office Closed 

19 
 

 

22 
 

 

20 

10a: Worship 

11a: Chosen-Z 

6p: DBC- O 

21 

 

9:15a: Staff Mt. 

6:30p: Music 

Talks, Z 

23 
12p: Bible Study & 

Prayer- Z 

6p: Youth Group, Z 

6:30p: Book Study- 

Z 

24 
 

6p: Youth 

Group, Z 

25 
 

Office Closed 

26 
 

 

27 

 

10a: Worship 

11a: Chosen-Z 

6p: DBC- O 

28 
 

9:15a: Staff Mt. 

6:30p: Music 

Talks, Z 

29 
 

 

30 
12p: Bible Study & 

Prayer- Z 

6p: Youth Group, Z 

6:30p: Book Study- 

Z 


