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September 13, 2020 
Exodus 14:19-31 
“The God of Freedom” 
 
 Chaos describes our world today. At least if you get a regular diet of television news and 
political campaign ads. The world is filled with chaos. People are in the streets in major cities 
across the nation marching and protesting for racial justice and police reform. Some 
opportunists, on the political left and right, have taken advantage of the unrest and incited some 
people to violence and rioting. Chaos. 
 The coronavirus pandemic has thrown the world’s economy into chaos. Millions of people 
are unemployed. Thousands of business have closed or collapsed. Many are doing their best to 
adjust to the restrictions and new practices, such as requiring social distancing and wearing face 
masks. Some businesses will survive. Many will not. Chaos. 
 Schools, teachers, students, and parents are dealing with their own chaos caused by the 
pandemic. Some are going to classrooms wearing face masks and finding rooms arranged for 
social distancing. Teachers are faced with having to teach students in the room with them and to 
others at home using computers. Parents who keep their children home are dealing with the 
challenges of making sure their students are learning while also working from home. Or they may 
have lost their jobs are dealing with the stress of finding employment and ways to pay the bills.  
 We’re in an election year unlike any before it. One in which many elected national leaders 
routinely ignore the advice of scientific and medical advisors when developing policies to 
alleviate the suffering caused by the pandemic. Ideology and polarization have priority over 
working for the common good. Truth and facts seem to no longer matter to our political leaders. 
While the world is burning and people are suffering the leaders throw gas on the flames rather 
than working together to meet the challenges. 
 Climate change is accelerating. Much of the west is on fire. Fires are consuming thousands 
of acres of forests in California, Oregon, and Washington. Thousands of firefighters are risking 
their lives working to save homes and lives. Experts say the country needs to do more to prepare 
for climate change. And yet, it seems our leaders prefer chaos over planning and preparation. 
 Chaos is complete disorder and confusion. Chaos makes us ask, “Where is God?” It brings 
to mind Psalm 13 
 

How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever?  
How long will you hide your face from me? 
 
How long must I bear pain in my soul, and have sorrow  
 in my heart all day long?  
How long shall my enemy be exalted over me? 
 

And that’s exactly what the enemy wants us to think, that God has abandoned us, and the world; 
that we’re on our own. It’s everyone for themselves. How long, O Lord? 
 Chaos is what confronted the Israelites in today’s Scripture from Exodus. Pharaoh had 
relented to God’s demand, through Moses and Aaron, to “Let my people go.” After ten plagues, 
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the last one bringing the death of all first-born people and animal touched Pharaoh’s family, he 
had had enough and told Moses to go and take the Israelites with him. 
 So the Israelites packed up their belongings and began their journey into the wilderness 
as a free people. But after they had been gone for a short time, Pharaoh changed his mind. The 
absence of all that free slave labor had inconvenienced him and the Egyptians. So Pharaoh 
ordered his  army to pursue the Israelites and compel them to return.  
 The passage we read this morning picks up when the Egyptian army caught up with the 
Israelites, just as they reached the shore of the Red Sea.  
 The Israelites were confronted with chaos from two directions. The threat of Pharaoh’s 
army behind them and the Red Sea in front of them. Both were threats and meant almost certain 
death. They were trapped!  
 The chaos around them blinded the Israelites to God’s presence. They forgot that God 
was the one who set them free, and that God was the one guiding them through the wilderness 
to freedom. When they saw the Egyptian army closing in on them the people said to Moses,  
 

“Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken 
us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, 
bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not the very thing we told you in 
Egypt, ‘Let us alone and let us serve the Egyptians’? For it would 
have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the 
wilderness” (Exodus 14:11-12). 

 
 We are tempted to respond in a similar way to the chaos around us. Because we want life 
to return to what it was before the pandemic, we are tempted to stop wearing a face mask when 
shopping or go to a restaurant for dinner. The chaos tempts us to be impatient and perhaps even 
convince us the virus isn’t real, it’s a hoax made up to take our freedom away and make the 
current administration look bad.  
 But Moses says to the people 
 

“Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that the Lord 
will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see 
today you shall never see again. The Lord will fight for you, and you 
have only to keep still.” 

 
We need to hear Moses’ faith and confidence in God today. Moses knew God was present and is 
fighting for God’s people. Moses knew that God was God and chaos was not. He knew God’s love 
would overcome the chaos.  
 “Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go 
forward. But you lift up you staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the 
Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground” (Exodus 14:15-16). 
 In ancient Hebrew culture and literature the sea represents chaos. It’s a place of disorder 
and death. That’s why in the first creation story in Genesis 1 the earth was a “formless void” 
covered with water. It was chaos. The story of creation is about God bringing order out of chaos. 
Order is necessary for life and community. God is a God who brings order out of chaos. 
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 With the Egyptian army closing in on them the Israelites thought they were trapped. They 
would rather surrender to the chaos they knew rather than certain death in the chaos of the sea.  
 “Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea back by a 
strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters formed a wall for 
them on their right and their left” (Exodus 14:21-22). 
 God does something amazing. In the midst of chaos God acts to save the people by making 
a way for them to walk through it, on dry ground. God divided the sea and made a dry path on 
the seabed. When the Israelites saw what God did, their blindness was lifted, their faith and trust 
in God was restored, and they marched into the sea on dry ground. They crossed through the 
Red Sea when they saw God’s presence and power over the chaos of the water. 
 When the Egyptian army pursued the Israelites God used the chaos of the sea to destroy 
the chaos of Pharaoh’s military power. Chaos has no power that God cannot overcome. 
 What does this tell us about our situation? The chaos is real. It wants to convince us that 
God has abandoned us, or that there is no God at all. But this story tells us that even when we 
are surrounded by chaos God is with us. God will not abandon us. God is walking with us and God 
is fighting for us. And God gives us the faith and trust we need to walk with God through the 
chaos. We can’t bypass or go around it. God makes a way for us to get through it, on dry ground, 
safe, healthy, and whole.  
 We can see God’s presence and power with us in acts of compassion and justice that 
happen every day. Allow God’s grace to open your eyes and ears to see and hear the people who 
respond to chaos with kindness and justice. They help us remember that love is stronger than 
fear and hate. Love will overcome. Love will make a way for us through the chaos. 
 Finally, God is clear that we need one another. The Israelites walked through the sea 
together, as a people, a community. God gives us the grace we need to get through these chaotic 
times together. We are much stronger together than we are on our own.  
 
With God’s help we will proclaim the good news and live according to the example of Christ. 
We will surround one another with a community of love and forgiveness, that we may grow in 
our trust in God, and be found faithful in our service to others. 
We will pray for one another, that we may be true disciples who walk in the way that leads to 
life. 
 
May it be so. Amen. 


