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Mission  

Our Mission is to make disciples 

of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world. 

 

Vision  

Seeking to be an inclusive faith 

community that compels us to 

extend God’s love in our 

neighborhood and world. 

 

Core Values 

 

Diversity & Inclusiveness:   

Seeking to affirm every person 

as a child of God. 

 

Scripture, Tradition,  

Experience and Reason:   

Searching for truth  

in our faith community. 

 

Peace & Justice:  

Striving for positive social 

change in our neighborhood and 

world. 

 

Trinity UMC 

1100 Lake Drive SE 

Grand Rapids, MI   49506  

616.456.7168  

office@grtumc.org 

  www.grtumc.org 
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FROM PASTOR MIKE... 
 
Hello Friends! 

 
I have been sitting at this computer for far too long thinking about what I am going to write 

for this month’s newsletter. My personal preference when it comes to these kinds of  
communications is that they are sort of devotional, and hopeful, and inspiring instead of 

simply giving you information. But sometimes information can be hopeful and inspiring too.  
 

On my first Sunday I talked about move forward in hope. That is, even though we were  
still nestled securely in uncertainty when it came to the pandemic, we were going to make 
plans like we were actually going to be able to do things this year.  If it is one thing we have 

learned about Covid-19, however, is that it is a fan of curveballs. And while the Delta variant 
has us questioning just how close we are to the end of the pandemic, I do know one thing 

for sure - and that is, that as a congregation, as a community, we are going to continue to 
move forward in hope, improvising where we have to, adapting where we can, and  

overcoming the challenges that come our way.  
 

To that end I am excited to let you know that the Wednesday morning small group study 
will be starting up again on September 29 at 11am in the Fireside Room. We will be  

looking at the book “The Orthodox Heretic: and other impossible tales” by Peter Rollins. 
This is one of my favorite books and I cannot wait to share it with you.  

 
In addition to that study, I am looking to begin a regular discipleship gathering we are calling 

“Pints with the Pastor.” This will be an informal evening gathering somewhere outside the 
walls of the church where we can gather and discuss the things that matter in our lives over 

a pint (beer or Ben & Jerry’s, makes no difference to me). If you are interested in being a 
part of this gathering, please let me know, and I will make sure to get you more details as 
they become available. 

 
And in ADDITION to all that, our music staff is working hard at finding safe ways for our 

wonderfully talented musicians and singers to bring even more music to us in worship.  
From the handbell choirs to singing ensembles and the worship band, we should be in for  

a real blessing as we settle in to the fall and winter schedule. 
 

In October, our Community Ministries program will be back up and running as well. With 
safety measures in place, Matt and his fantastic group of volunteers will continue to bless 

students and families in our area. 
 

And if all of that wasn’t enough, Faith Formation is working on all sorts of activities, studies, 
and events that we can engage in to grow in our love of God and each other. Discipleship is 

never easy, and in a pandemic it is even harder. But Trinity has been committed to growing 
together in Christ and it shows! Volunteers are still needed in several areas, so please see 

Nichea about where your gifts and graces can be used this fall or what discipleship pathways 
might be right for you.  
 

I don’t know about you, but sitting in the midst of this pandemic’s 4th surge while writing 
about all of these wonderful things that we are planning inspires me. The last 18 months have 

seen the Church have to rethink a lot of the ways we do ministry, and we are still rethinking 
them, but we are moving forward together, and in that there is great hope for the future. 

And as the apostle Paul tells us in Romans chapter 5 “hope does not disappoint us.” 

 
Grace and Peace,   
Pastor Mike 

Important Note! 

Sunday Worship begins new start time Sept. 26- 9:30am  

Worship; 10:30-10:45 Coffee; 10:45-11:45 Faith Formation 

http://www.grtumc.org
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HOSPITALITY STATEMENT 
 

Trinity UMC celebrates the diversity of the human community and affirms the sacred worth 

 of each person as a recipient of God’s love and grace. As disciples of Jesus Christ,  

we declare ourselves to be an open and inclusive congregation and welcome into full  

participation all persons regardless of gender, race, national origin, physical or mental abilities,  

sexual orientation, gender identity, age, marital status or economic condition. 

EVENTS, OPPORTUNITIES & UPDATES 
To have news listed in the OCTOBER Trinity in Touch, submit your content to the church office at office@grtumc.org 

on or before MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20. 

WARM CLOTHING DRIVE 
SATURDAY, SEPT. 11- 10AM-2PM 

 

Come support the migrant workers of Kent County by  

donating new or gently used sweatshirts, jackets, hats and 

gloves, and new socks. Clothing Drive is this Saturday, 

Sept. 11, 10am-2pm in the church parking lot off of Lake 

Dr.  If you cannot make it to the drive, there is a box  

located in the church. The box will be available until Sunday, 

Sept. 26. This warm clothing drive is a part of Max Goldner’s 

Eagle Scout Project.    

WORSHIP & POTLUCK IN THE PARK 
SUNDAY, SEPT. 19- 11AM-2:30PM 

 

You will not want to miss Trinity’s  

“Down Home Worship & Potluck in the Park” 

Sunday, September 19, beginning with 11am worship 

at Townsend Park. 

Bring a blanket/lawn chair, a dish to pass, tableware, 

and sense of adventure! Beverages provided. 

 

Following a wonder-filled worship we will enjoy a 

potluck picnic and then discover this great park.  

Playground, hiking trails, creek play, field games for  

all ages, candy bar bingo, raffle drawings, euchre  

and good old “porch sitting!”  

Event will run from 11am-2:30pm, rain or shine! 

Sponsored by Worship Team & Discipleship Pathways 

RALLY DAY KICK-OFF 
SUNDAY, SEPT. 26- 10:45AM 

 

TrinityKids... 

You are invited to join the fun 

Sunday, Sept. 26, 10:45am in  

Fellowship Hall (on the lawn if needed). 

Music, Message, Give-Aways! 

It has been a long time since we were able to be  

together. Let us celebrate our unique faith family. 

All ages in one space. 

Parents/guardians welcome. 

 

FACE MASKS REQUIRED 

 

Discipleship Pathways & Children’s Council 

YOGA! 
SUNDAYS- BEGINS SEPT. 26- 4:15PM 

 

We are pleased to offer a 5-week  

session of Yoga Chapel on Sundays in 

the Discovery Room. 

 

Yoga is not just a physical practice. It is also a spiritual way of 

living that compliments our growth as Christians. Please join us 

for yoga chapel Sundays at 4:15pm in the Discovery room. We 

will begin each practice with a five minute teaching which will 

focus our attention as we move through a gentle yoga flow. All 

ages and abilities are welcome. Bring a yoga mat and a towel or 

pillow. Our first five week session will begin on Sunday, Sept. 26. 

Contact the office to register at 456.7168; office@grtumc.org. 

Hope to see you!  Victoria Sterzick  

mailto:office@grtumc.org
mailto:office@grtumc.org
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REFLECTION CAFÉ 
TUESDAYS AT 1PM 

 

Be a part of a relaxing, vibrant reflection with others via Zoom for 30 minutes 

each Tuesday. Take a moment from your busy day and begin or rekindle  

community. 

 

We will be using “Open and Unafraid: The Psalms as a Guide to Life,” W. David 

O. Taylor, Fuller Seminary. Look at the Psalms in a fresh, life-giving way as they 

contain the bottomless resources for life. No need to read a book or memorize 

passages. Just your heart and voice required! 

 

Join us for centering with a faith community via shared conversation. Watch for the Zoom link via weekly updates or 

by contacting the office at office@grtumc.org. 

TRINITYKIDS  
BEGINS SUNDAY, OCT. 3- 10:45-11:45AM 

 

You are invited to this Kids’ Adventure! 

Each Sunday in October, 10:45am-11:45am, in Fellowship Hall. 

 

Explore the archeological wonders of God’s priceless treasure, YOU! 

Exciting music, inspiring storytelling, wacky science, crafts, and silly rec fun. 

We will be using Group Publishing VBS curriculum for ages 3½ years 

through 5th Grade. Youth volunteers welcome! 

                                                                 

TRINITY’S HOMECOMING TAILGATER & PENNY CHALLENGE 
SUNDAY, OCT. 3- 11:45AM  

TRINITY LAWN- FOLLOWING FAITH FORMATION 
 

Join in the fun as we celebrate old friends and welcome new friends to the Trinity Family!  

Enjoy an energetic, seasonal brass band and wear your favorite team t-shirt/sweatshirt.  

Bring plenty of pennies for a fun Penny Challenge where the team jar with the most  

pennies wins. Silver coins added to jars count against the point count.  

Jars from various teams now available in the narthex (area in back of sanctuary).  

 

Come with an appetite. Several donated batches of chili will temp you for lunch,  

along with local artisan breads, veggies and brownies. Gluten-free chili and brownies 

available. $7 donation goes to United Methodist Women. 

 

Sponsored by Discipleship Pathways, Music Ministries, & United Methodist Women 

GOPHERS 
BEGINS TUESDAY, OCT. 5- 9AM 

 

The Gophers are a group of people who meet at Trinity every Tuesday morning for fun,  

fellowship, and some exercise. There are NO sign-ups, fees, age limits, or Trinity membership 

requirements, so friends are welcome. We meet at 9:15am in Discovery Room, with the first 

organizational meeting starting on Tuesday, Oct. 5. Wear a mask or not- we don’t care what 

the reason.  For questions about Gophers contact Katie Orent at kateorent@gmail.com. 

mailto:office@grtumc.org
mailto:kateorent@gmail.com
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CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION- WE NEED YOU! 
 
It is that time of year when the Children’s Council continues it’s work of securing volun-

teer leaders and setting curriculum plans for children’s ministry at Trinity. In order for 

us to provide a loving, engaging ministry for our TrinityKids programs, we need to se-

cure adult leaders who want and feel called to serve our children on their faith journey. 

 

So far, we have not had the volunteer response needed to provide for our children this 

fall. We are asking you to prayerfully consider how you feel called to help. Such as... 

 

 Play60 leadership in the gym 

 Special needs mentor 

 Food/meals 

 Science exploration 

 Art expression 

 VBS type events 

 Rocking Chair helpers in the nursery 

 And MOST IMPORTANTLY, classroom teachers and room aides! 

 

If you would like to know more about these opportunities to embrace our children, feel free to connect with us.  

The love and nurturing we show our children will come back to bless us many times over. Adjusting our curriculum 

models and ministry capacity to bring that to our families, is our priority. Help us set TrinityKids on a solid faith  

journey. Join us! Fall Faith Formation for TrinityKids begins Sunday, September 26, 10:45am with a Rally Event in  

Fellowship Hall for all ages of children 3½ years through 5th Grade.  

 

Children’s Council- 

Kristen Gifford, Child Care Coordinator 

Sue Sundheimer, Children’s Council 

Jackie Sides Garvin, Children’s Council 

Nichea VerVeer Guy, Discipleship Pathways Director orangecelt00@aol.com 

  BLESSING OF THE PETS SUCCESS! 

 
What a wonderful evening at Trinity! I’m happy  

Signe had her blessing (don't know if it will help),  

but it was an incredible evening. Was so happy to see 

we catered to the neighbors with minimal ministry. 

Can’t wait to help more soon! 

 

Blessings, 

Rick Nelson  

Many thanks to Ginny Mitka and 

Amanda Joy, Michele’s Rescue, 

who came to assist, bless our 

pets, and inform our Trinity faith  

community. Michele’s Rescue 

had a successful Yard Sale on the 

Trinity grounds to benefit their 

non-profit animal rescue. 

mailto:Orangecelt00@aol.com
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GREAT OPPORTUNITIES 
coming soon for Trinity to expand 

relationships with one another. 

Check out what’s in store! 

 
 

Go4 Life Exercise Group: Tuesdays- 9am  

Yoga Meditation: Sundays- 4:15pm 

Wednesday Bible Reflection- 11am 

After6: Parents night out at local eateries 

Image-In: NEW film viewing and discussion 

Table Settings: NEW meal and informal devotion time 

WakeUPWord: NEW early morning online prayer chain 

Wiggle Room open gym play for kids M-W 9:30am-12pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Watch for Adult Faith Formation opportunities: 

 

Table Talk: Parlor conversations Sundays- 10:45am 

Book/Bible Studies by relevant authors 

Courageous Conversations: Social justice dialogues Sundays- 10:45am 

Deeper, Better, Clearer/DBC Small Group: Sunday afternoon 

United Methodist Women: watch for special events/studies 

Spiritalk Book Group: Second Tuesday each month, UMW  

 

Watch for Community Partner volunteer opportunities: 

 

Kids Food Basket 

Urban Roots 

West Michigan Environmental Action Council (WMEAC) 

WellHouse 

United Methodist Community House 

Kaufman Interfaith Institute 

Living Colors/Pride Center 

 

AED TRAINING 
 

Interested in learning how to operate our very  

important AED’s located around the Trinity building?  

 

Contact Judi Ryan to register for an upcoming training 

session following worship provided by one of our  

competent Trinity health professionals.  

judiione@gmail.com; 616.295.2619 

mailto:judii@gmail.com
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TRINITY’S ANNUAL AUCTION 

“WHAT A WONDERFUL WORLD” 

SUNDAY, NOV. 7  

 

We will offer Silent Auction tables from 9am-lunch followed by a Live Auction in the Parlor. 

 

Pick up great items for gifting during the holidays, or that special something you have always 

wanted! Special children’s auction table as well. Donations needed! Gift baskets, homemade 

wonders, home improvement supplies, gift cards, recreation opportunities and more.  

New items requested. Suggested lunch donation $7. 

SUNDAY ALTAR FLOWERS PROVIDED BY... 

 

August 29- Bonnie Czuhajewski and family in loving memory of John Czuhajewski. 

Sept. 12- Sue Keener and family in celebration of her children Rachel, Sam and Nick. 

Sept. 26- Chad, Mary Lyn, & Lisa Frost and families in honor of Joe and Vicki Frost's 50th wedding anniversary. 

 

THANK YOU… 
 

To My Trinity Faith Community, 

Thank you for the phone calls, text messages and beautiful cards you sent following my recent knee replacement surgery. Your 

words of encouragement and prayers lightened my journey. Blessings, Katie Orent 

 

Eve and I were overwhelmed by the outpouring of sympathy and understanding from the people of Trinity following the passing 

of my mother. We were reminded that we are part of a truly caring community. Thanks to everyone.  

David Howard & Eve Ricketts 

  

I am overwhelmed by the support I’m receiving from my Trinity family in the midst of our covid struggles and my husband, Jim’s, 

continued hospitalization in Metro’s ICU. Your cards, phone calls, and texts mean the world to me. Blessings and love to you all. 

Betsy Weems 

 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS… 

Dick Carlson- Pilgrim Manor 

Donna Foy- Blodgett Hospital  

Dorothy French- at home at Clark 

JoEllen Schneider- at home 

Elizabeth Walker, sister of Samantha DeVries- at home 

Patty Watson- Cook Center Hospice at Raybrook Manor 

Jim Weems, husband of Betsy Weems- Metro ICU  

COMING IN NOVEMBER 

CHURCH FAMILY 

            SPONSOR SUNDAY ALTAR FLOWERS! 
 

If you’d like to honor a loved one by sponsoring a particular Sunday for  

Altar Flowers, either sign up on the hard copy Altar Flower calendar on the 

Calkins entrance bulletin board, or contact Betsy in the church office at 

456.7168; office@grtumc.org. You and your loved one’s name will be listed 

on the screen on your chosen Sunday, as well as in the monthly Trinity in 

Touch newsletter. The cost is $40, and you’ll have a beautiful arrangement to 

take home after worship to enjoy. We recycle vases, so kindly return to the 

church when convenient. Checks may be made payable to Trinity, memo 

“Altar Flowers.”  

mailto:office@grtumc.org


COMMUNITY MINISTRIES- STARTING TO SEE “SEEN”? 
 

You might have noticed a few new things around the Community Ministries 

Program. Maybe the new CM Program logo? We love that we are building the 

brand to become one that is easily recognizable. Maybe you’ve seen a  few 

new things about the “seen” Project out in the world as well? We have been 

talking and talking about it, but now its officially out there and the response has been wonderful.  

This past week we delivered our first “seen” Project Book package to Westwood UMC in Kalamazoo. 

They purchased two packages, one for a partner elementary school and one for their own congrega-

tion. The wonderful thing is these book packages are a starting point to exciting things churches and advocates can do 

with them. They are going to read these donated book packages to students in the school during National Disabilities 

Month in October. They are beginning the conversation on what they can do to better serve the special needs and  

disability community through their church. Faith In Action! 

 

We also had great meetings in Greenville and Big Rapids about the project.  Next week we 

will deliver local packages to schools in the GR area, including Congress Elementary School. 

We are excited the ball is starting to roll down the hill and we are gathering speed. Want to 

donate a package? Packages cost just $200. Want to get involved and learn more? Feel free to 

contact me at 456.7260; m.witkowski@grtumc.org. 

 

Want to learn what we are up to at the Community Ministries Program?  Check out our  

Community Ministries Program Facebook Page, as well as the “seen” Project Facebook page. 

Two different ways to stay up to date on what is happening with our program!  

 

Join us on October 10  for Community Ministries Sunday! We will have a special guest joining  

us, and after worship we’ll do a tour of Congress Elementary School with Principal Jennifer  

Williams. Come see our local community school and hear what makes it such a special place. 

Sound interesting? Know of someone else who might be interested? Invite them along for this 

wonderful celebration of the Community Ministries Program. 

 

Matt Witkowski, Community Ministries Program Director 

MISSION NEWS- HAITI & UMCOR INTERNATIONAL DISASTER RELIEF 

 
Valerie Mossman-Celestin, of Haitian Assets for Peace International says that the August 14 earthquake did not strike 

Mizak, but staff and residents are saddened by the loss of life and infrastructure in other parts of their country.  

 

UMCOR has awarded grants to provide medical supplies in Haiti which will supply two clinics in Gebeau and Les 

Cayes; and the second, to supply Les Cayes General Hospital. Learn more and help our neighbors in Haiti by giving to 

UMCOR International Disaster Response. When giving on-line, designate Trinity as your church. Or- send a check 

made out to Trinity to the church office marked UMCOR International Disaster. 

 

While HAPI was not affected by the quake, in the early morning of July 6, a fire destroyed a portion of the HAPI’s 

Merlet Center. Unfortunately, a secure storage area containing 15 laptops, routers, and other equipment was lost. 

Click here to read more.  

 

HAPI is hosting an interactive, collective walk/run of 10,710 miles around Haiti to GROW 

(Giving Real Opportunities to Women), Sept. 21- Oct. 11. Individuals or teams can act on and 

give to the humanitarian and economic crisis in Haiti from your own place, in your own time. 

Funds raised will benefit health, training and fair wage jobs for women and girls through HAPI-

Health and HAPITech Register here. As a long time partner with HAPI, please participate as  

generously as possible to understand and support HAPI’s ministries in these times of disruption 

and uncertainty.    
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday    Friday Saturday 
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2 
 

5:30p: Handbell 

Quartet 

7p: Fishing Club 

3 
 
Office Closed 

 

4 
 

 

7  

9:15a: Staff Mt. 

10: Coffee & C. 

1p: Reflection C 

5:30p: River 

Clean-Up 

5 

 

10a: Worship 

 

 

 

6 
 

LABOR DAY 

Office Closed 

8 

 

12p: NA 

7p: Ping Pong 

7p: Scouts,  

Discovery 

9 
 

5:30p: Handbell 

Quartet 

 

 

10 
 

Office Closed 

 
 

11 

 
10a: PGB 

10a-2p: Clothing 

Drive, Parking 

Lot 

12 

 
10a: Worship 

11a: Youth Gr. 

5p: DBC, F 

13 
 

9:15a: Staff Mt. 

6:30p: Justice Ch 

7p: Scouts, Gym 

& Discovery 

14 

 

10: Coffee & C. 

1p: Reflection C 

7p: Spiritalk 

 

15 

 

12p: NA 

7p: Ping Pong 

16 
 

5:30p: Handbell 

Quartet 

 

17 

 
Office Closed 

 

 

18 
 

11:30a: Barbara 

Clare Memorial 

Service 

19 
10a: Worship at 

Trinity 

11a: Worship in 

the Park 

 

20 
9:15a: Staff Mt. 

6:30p: Justice Ch 

6:30p: Scout  

Parent Meeting, 

Fireside 

21 
 

10: Coffee & C. 

1p: Reflection C 

 

 

22 
 

12p: NA 

7p: Ping Pong 

 

 

24 
 

Office Closed 

 

 

23 
 

5:30p: Handbell 

Quartet 

 

25 

 

 

 
 

26 
9:30: Worship 

10:45a: Youth Gr 

10:45a: Rally Day 

4:15p: Yoga 

5:30p: DBC, F 

27 
 

9:15a: Staff Mt. 

6:30p: Justice Ch 

7p: Scouts,  

Discovery 

28 
 

10: Coffee & C. 

1p: Reflection C 

 

Important Note! 

Sunday Worship begins new start time Sept. 26 

9:30am Worship; 10:30-10:45 Coffee; 10:45-11:45 Faith Formation  

Offered both In-Person and via Zoom! 

1 
 

12p: NA 

7p: Ping Pong 

 

29 
 

11a: Bible Study 

12p: NA 

7p: Ping Pong 

 

30 
 
6p: Chancel 

Choir 

7:30p: Handbells 

 
 


