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Mission 
Our Mission is to make

disciples of Jesus Christ for
the transformation of the

world.

Vision 
We strive to be an inclusive

faith community that
extends God’s love in our
neighborhood and world.

 

Core Values

 Diversity & Inclusiveness:  
Seeking to affirm every
person as a child of God.

 Scripture, Tradition, 
 Experience and Reason: 

Searching for truth 
 in our faith community.

 Peace & Justice: 
Striving for positive social

change in our
neighborhood and world.

 

Trinity UMC
1100 Lake Drive SE

 Grand Rapids, MI  49506
616.456.7168

office@grtumc.org

 

Mark your calendars Trinity fam. Sunday, October 4th, is World Communion Sunday, an
ecumenical celebration of the connectedness of Christians all over the world, across
every denomination, language, and culture.

World Communion Sunday began back in the 1930s. It was born out of the desire to show
that even in a divided world, the table of Christ is big enough for all of us. So on the first
Sunday in October, churches everywhere, from small country chapels to massive
cathedrals, share bread and cup on the very same day, a quiet but powerful reminder
that we belong to something far bigger than our own little slice of the beloved
community

To me, that feels like exactly the right day to capture a snapshot of who we are, right now,
as Trinity. So near the end of worship that morning, we're going to pause and take a big,
joyful, all-church group photo.

Think about it. Every year we grow a bit and things change subtly. New faces join us,
families move on to new adventures, kids grow up right before our eyes, and longtime
members keep showing up faithfully, week after week, year after year. This is our chance
to freeze this exact moment in our story, this specific gathering of people God has
brought together right here, right now.

Years from now, we'll be able to look back at this photo and remember exactly who made
up our church family in the fall of 2026.

The photo will go up on our website and we'll use it in future church materials to show off
the life and heart of this congregation. We'll also make sure copies are available for
anyone who'd like one of their own, a little keepsake of the day and the community
you're part of.

Here's the best part. Whether you've been part of Trinity for fifty years or if that is your
very first Sunday with us, you're invited to be in the picture. Visitors, longtime members,
kids, grandparents, everybody counts, and everybody belongs.

Nobody's required to join in if they'd rather not, but we would absolutely love to see as
many smiling faces as possible. The bigger and more colorful this picture is, the better it
tells the story of who we are.

Speaking of colorful, here's one small favor to help the photo really shine. Wear a solid
colored shirt that day, nothing too busy or heavily patterned, since those tend to get lost
in a big group shot. If you're able, lean toward one of the colors of the rainbow, red,
orange, yellow, green, blue, or purple. When we all mix together, scattered throughout
the crowd, it's going to create a beautiful, vibrant mosaic of color, a fitting visual for a day
that celebrates unity made up of wonderful diversity.

So mark it down, spread the word, remind your neighbors, and come ready to smile.
On October 4th, let's celebrate our connection to Christians around the whole world
and to each other with, one table, one photo, one church.

Grace and peace,

Pastor Mike

Picture This: One Church, One Family, One Photo
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Trinity UMC celebrates the beautiful diversity of the human community. We affirm

the sacred worth of each person as a recipient of God’s love and grace. As

followers of Christ, we are an open and inclusive congregation. We live this out by

welcoming into full participation all persons regardless of gender, race, national

origin, physical or mental abilities, sexual orientation, gender identity, age, marital

status or economic condition.
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As the new school year begins, Trinity’s Kids’ Food Basket (KFB) volunteer team is returning to its regular food preparation,
packaging, and delivery schedule. We’ll gather on the third Monday of each month from 9:30–11:30 a.m., with 10 volunteer
spots available each month. Stools are available for anyone who needs one.

2026–2027 Volunteer Dates:
September 21
October 19
November 16
February 15
March 15
April 19
May 17

KFB will be closed in December and January for the holiday and school breaks.
Thank you to everyone who gives their time to help fight food insecurity in Kent County!   If you know someone who would
like to join the Trinity KFB volunteer team, we’d love to welcome them.
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ALTAR FLOWERS

Septebmer 6 - OPEN
September 13 - Suzy Gill in gratitude of the Trinity Gardening
Committee.
September 20 - OPEN
September 27 -  Jim and Susan Brown in memory of their son,
Alan Brown.

CONDOLENCES

Condolences to Marty Tillstrom on the passing of her husband,
Rich Tillstrom on August 21.

***The memorial service will be held on Tuesday, September 1st.***
Visitation: 2:00pm - 3:00pm
Memorial Service: 3:00pm-4:00pm
Reception to follow.

richandmarty@sbcglobal.net
1932 Peace Valley Ct. NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49505

Church Family PRAYER REQUESTS

Ministry Spotlight Trinity Kids’ Food Basket Volunteers Return This Fall

Please join us in lifting up Cash Ophoff in prayer
following a bicycle training accident earlier in August. 
adam.ophoff@gmail.com

Please join us in lifting up Pat French as she is
recovering in assisted living following a bad fall.
1551 Martin Luther King St SE
#2090
Grand Rapids, MI 49506

Please join us in prayer for Kerry Ryan, daughter of Judi
Ryan, who is currently in the hospital receiving care.
Please pray for Kerry’s healing and strength, for
wisdom and guidance for her doctors and care team,
and for comfort and peace for Judi during this difficult
time.

mailto:richandmarty@sbcglobal.net
mailto:adam.ophoff@gmail.com
https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&q=1551%20Martin%20Luther%20King%20St%20SE#2090%20Grand%20Rapids,%20MI%2049506
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Outreach & Advocacy

Thank you to everyone from the Outreach & Advocacy Team and the Trinity Hope Brigade that shared their stories on
August 9th. It’s wonderful to know the many ways members of our community are showing up for and supporting our
neighbors affected by ICE deportations. 

Looking for ways to get involved in these ministries? The Trinity Hope Brigade is scheduling its next visits to neighbors
detained at the ICE North Lake Detention Center. If you would like to join them, contact Jim Quinlan or Ruth Stevens. If you
would like to visit/support a local family whose husband/father was deported, contact Natalie Wiersma or Jim & Kathy
Zeichman. Not sure how to contact these folks? Reach out to the Trinity Office and Dani can connect you! 

Want to know more? Check out the Trinity Justice Page for the latest information on the Trinity Hope Brigade, Hope for
Neighbors, and much more. https://tinyurl.com/TrinityUMC-Justice

Opportunities to Engage

Perhaps you’ve heard or seen a reference to FoRT (Friends of Rohr at Trinity). We are folks of Trinity who enjoy studying Father
Richard Rohr’s writings. As we gather each week to discuss our reading and enjoy fellowship together, we find we are “growing
Deeper, loving Better, seeing God more Clearly (DBC).” You’re invited to join us!
 
On Sundays, some of us meet as the “DBC” Small Group. Our first class for the fall will be Sunday, September 13 from 5:00pm-
6:30pm in the Fireside Room. We'll be continuing The Tears of Things. 
 
On Thursdays, as part of TNT, others of us gather as the “Everything Belongs” (EvB) Small Group in the upstairs Library. Our first
class will be September 17 from 6:15pm-7:30pm. We will be starting a new book: 
Jesus' Alternative Plan: The Sermon on the Mount. Please make sure to get the updated 2022 version as the content is very
different between the two editions.
 
Questions about any of these acronyms or the amazing groups of people they represent? Contact Laura Johns at
l.johns@grtumc.org or other members of the FoRT Leadership Team: Merrita Tumonong, Penny Murray & Steve Murray. 
 

mailto:office@grtumc.org
https://tinyurl.com/TrinityUMC-Justice
mailto:l.johns@grtumc.org


Friday, September 25 from 1:00pm-3:00pm
Art Prize in Downtown Grand Rapids.
Explore some of the City Center Art Prize venues with your Trinity friends! Meet at 1:00pm at the northeast corner of Veterans
Memorial Park at the corner of E Park Place NE & Library Street NE; across the street from the GRPL Downtown building. We
will try to get to several larger venues like Fountain Street, Kendall, the Amway Grand, Park Church, etc. There will be a snack
& beverage stop part way through our extended 2 hour timeframe in case anyone needs refreshments or a few minutes to
rest. 
 
Friday, October 23 from 1:00pm-2:00pm
East Paris Nature Park at 5995 E Paris Ave SE, Kentwood, MI 49512.
Park in the spots on the south end of the Endeavor Elementary School parking lot. Gather near the trail signs just inside the
fence (near the picnic pavilion).
 
Friday, November 13 from 1:00pm-2:00pm
Pickerel Lake Park at 6001 Ramsdell Rd NE, Cannonsburg, MI 49317.
Park in the main lot off Ramsdell. Gather near the trailhead on the western side of the parking lot (near the long boardwalk).
This park is a little further out of town, so plan extra travel time (25 minutes). 
 
RSVPs are requested but not required. Contact Laura Johns at l.johns@grtumc.org to RSVP or to get added to the email list
for additional details.
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Designed for Trinity families & friends ages 18 & up,
God’s Naturehood: Adult Edition is a great
opportunity to visit a new park, get to know members
of your Trinity family better, and get your daily steps in.
The details on our fall meet-ups are below. 

A huge thank you to everyone that attended our annual
Protection Policy & Safety Training on Sunday, August 30th. For
all the latest information on Protection Policy, volunteer & staff
requirements, training, and more – check out our website at:
https://www.grtumc.org/protection-policy/ 
 
Still have questions or concerns about how to proceed or
whether you need additional training/forms? Contact Laura
Johns, Director of Discipleship, at l.johns@grtumc.org. 

mailto:l.johns@grtumc.org
https://www.grtumc.org/protection-policy/
https://www.grtumc.org/protection-policy/
mailto:l.johns@grtumc.org
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ADULT SMALL GROUPS

It’s time for kick off and the return of many of our program year small groups. Join us for…

More information on 2026-2027 Adult
Faith Formation offerings is in the
program flyers linked elsewhere, but in
the meantime, save the dates for our
first class of the program year! 

We’re thrilled to be welcoming back
Pastor Mike for The Deep End: Diving
into the Book of Acts.



Somehow it has happened. Another summer is flying by and we’re into August! As we get ready to mourn the loss of the
long days, the warm weather, and the extra freedom summer seems to bring; we are thrilled about what is coming this
autumn at Trinity!
 
Join us for Fall Kick Off on Sunday, September 13 and then throughout the month as many of our programs that take a
summer holiday start up again. 
 
You should have recently received an email from Director of Discipleship Laura Johns with all the updated information on
what to expect! Paper copies are also available in the Narthex & Parlor and you can find everything online at
https://www.grtumc.org/newsletter-more/. Check out…

The Trinity Guide 
This update to last year's guide features all the basic program year (September-May) information you're looking for on
worship, faith formation, TNT, and more. It’s a great tool for remembering what all is happening and for sharing with guests
& friends! 
 
Program Area Flyers
These detailed area-by-area seasonal sheets provide extra info on what to expect from Children’s Ministry, Youth Ministry,
Adult Ministry, and TNT (Thursday Nights at Trinity). Plus, we’ve got a Calendar of Events so you know the important dates for
all the September to December happenings! 
 
Children & Youth Paperwork
Updated registration paperwork will be shared shortly – if it hasn’t been already by the time you read this - as well as the
latest on expectations, drop-off/pick-up procedures, and more. We really need grown-ups to review everything and complete
all the attached forms. It is critical that we are all on the same page going into the fall and that your children’s latest health,
safety, and personal information is on file. A big part of our job is ensuring the safety of all of our children and we can only do
that if we know who is here and what their needs are!
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TIME CHANGE: Youth Group 
Our time of fellowship & faith formation for 6th to 12th grade youth is moving out of the Faith Formation Hour at 11:30am and
into the Worship Hour (10:15am-11:15am). Like with the younger kids, youth will now have the choice to go upstairs for Youth
Group after the children’s moment. Youth Group will meet the 2nd to 5th Sundays of each month. Special during worship
opportunities may be available for youth on select 1st Sundays. 
 
Our hope is this will increase youth engagement in Youth Group & worship and make it easier for families to show up in as
many ways as possible. Staff and Leadership Teams want to trial this schedule this year and then we will revisit the schedule
for future years based on feedback from youth & families, attendance figures, etc. 
 
… but Laura, my whole family typically sticks around for Faith Formation Hour. What will the Youth do during that time if
Youth Group takes place during Worship? An excellent question! Youth will have several options…
 
#1. Kinship Quest
Trinity Kids (PreK-5th Grade) is evolving into Kinship Quest! This new offering will be an opportunity for any interested kids &
youth (PreK-12th Grade) to gather with Ms. Laura and/or Ms. Annie & other volunteers for a time of fun & fellowship with the
goal of finding commonality & building relationships. We will crank up the volume & the activity level. Get ready for gym time,
game time, special snacks, & more! We are excited to have youth join in – gym & game room activities are more fun with
more folks after all! Kinship Quest will also occasionally include service & justice opportunities for kids, youth, & families. 

#2. New Date & Time: Youth Choir & Bells
This update is NEW even since the last newsletter. Trinity’s Youth Choir & Handbells are moving rehearsals to Sunday
mornings from 11:30am-12:00pm. Interested PreK-12th Grade kiddos will have the option to attend either choir or bells each
week (the two will alternate weeks) during the Faith Formation Hour before ending their time by joining Kinship Quest in
progress. Our hope is this will be a great opportunity for more of our kiddos & youth to participate in this amazing music
ministry while also ensuring they still get time from 12:00pm-12:30pm to get their big energy out. More details on the
logistics of this time period will be coming via email before September 13 from Laura and/or Ms. Andrea, Youth Choir Director. 

#3. Volunteer: Kinship Quest 
Any youth ages 14-17 who want to stick around for Kinship Quest (the whole hour or just the post-music portion) but who
would prefer to do so in a “helper” capacity may have their grown-up contact Ms. Laura. There will be opportunities for them
to assist with leading games & activities for which they can collect volunteer hours for school, scouts, or other extracurriculars. 
 
#4. Volunteer: Nursery
Any youth ages 14-17 may also volunteer to be a “helper” in the Nursery during the Faith Formation Hour (11:30am-12:30pm).
Specific guidelines for how volunteering in the Nursery works will be shared soon. Only one youth will be able to sign-up
each week and there will be very specific rules about arrival/departure times and what activities helpers can assist with to
ensure the comfort & safety of our littlest Trinity friends. On weeks they signup to assist in the Nursery, youth would not have
the option to do Youth Choirs as coming/going from the Nursery space is disruptive to our little friends. 

#5. Unsupervised Time
As always, unlike with our younger kiddos, youth can also make a choice not to participate in any of these during Faith
Formation Hour opportunities and to instead fellowship in the Parlor or another part of the building. Staff reminds youth
grown-ups that during these times your youth are not supervised by Trinity Staff or Protection Policy Certified Volunteers.
Their safety is your responsibility and we highly recommend you check-in with them to ensure they’re keeping doors open,
not being alone with other youth or adults, etc. 

Questions about Fall Kick Off? Watch your email for updates or contact Laura Johns, Director of Discipleship, at
l.johns@grtumc.org.

Many things are the same as last year, but keep an eye out for new events & opportunities! We cannot wait to connect with
you. This fall and throughout the program year… let’s show up! Let’s show up for ourselves, for each other, and for the world.

One new thing we want to continue sharing information about here as well as all the other places above… 

This year we’re adjusting the Sunday morning faith formation line-up slightly for our middle & high school youth as well
as adjusting our Youth Choir & Bells rehearsal times which effects kids & youth of all ages. 

 

Page  7 / SEPTEMBER 2026

mailto:l.johns@grtumc.org


Join us at Schwallier’s Country Basket in Sparta for another daytime outing on Saturday, October 17th from 3:30pm-5:30pm.
 
We’ve rented the upstairs of the big red barn again for a private gathering & fellowship space. We’ll meet there before
heading out into the public areas on a special all-ages scavenger hunt – can you find the baby goats, the pumpkin patch, the
rubber duck races, the special family photo booth with our amazing photographer Randy ready to take a perfect fall family
pic? We’ll reconvene in the barn for a time of sharing with cider & donuts. 
 
The cost is $15 per person and includes the barn rental, cider, donuts, cow train passes, goat food, and other Trinity supplies.
Free activities around the barn include petting zoo, duck races, straw pile, corn crib play area, slides, swings, and more!
 
Additional food items, apple picking, pumpkins, and access to the Back 40 (where we met for evening bonfires in years past)
are not included in what you’re paying to Trinity. The Schwallier's website has information on apple ripening, other activity
pricing, and more!
 
But Laura, why aren’t we doing an evening bonfire again? I thought we were going to try to alternate these fun daytime
adventures with the more daring evening ones? You’re right, friend and I’m sorry to report that unfortunately, Schwallier’s is
no longer offering evening bonfire events. We may look at autumn adventures at other sites in future years if there’s enough
interest. 
 
For more information and to sign up, use our online registration form at: tinyurl.com/TUMC-Orchard2026
 
If you have questions about this opportunity, contact Laura Johns at l.johns@grtumc.org. 
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This program year instead of monthly Popcorn Party Time movie & game nights, the Discipleship Team has decided to try a
few bigger “Family Nights.” Similar to the Fall and Winter Break Family Nights hosted recently, these themed events will
feature opportunities for all ages!
 
Hop on over to our first Family Night of the 2026-2027 program year on Friday, October 2nd from 5:00pm-8:30pm. You
don’t want to miss “Hoppers” themed activities, dinner, dessert & a mini creation justice service project. Plus, we’ll close our
time with a screening of the film! 
 
As Grandma Tanaka says, “It's hard to be mad when you feel like you're part of something big.” And this, my friends, will be
big! So join us and remember that you are welcome at this event. Regardless of your age, whether you have kids, whether
the idea of talking beavers freaks you out, or whether you have never seen a Pixar film – you are welcome and have a place
here with us! 
 
In order to plan supplies and food appropriately, we need folks to RSVP. There is a suggested donation of $10 per person;
maximum $35 per family to help offset food & supply costs. That said, we never want price to prevent participation, so you're
always welcome to select the subsidized options on our online form. 
 
Get all the details and register at: https://tinyurl.com/TUMC-FN26.
 
Questions? Contact Laura Johns at l.johns@grtumc.org.

https://tinyurl.com/TUMC-Orchard2026
mailto:l.johns@grtumc.org
https://tinyurl.com/TUMC-FN26
mailto:l.johns@grtumc.org
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As we all settle back into our fall routines and get ready for sweater weather, let’s take a moment to remember some of our
fun summer moments… 
 
Thank you all for being a part of the Trinity family. This community is what makes us special. YOU! All of you. Showing up for
each other over & over again – for fellowship, for fun, for worship, for support, for faith formation, for service… for so much
more! 

SUMMER MEMORIES



Well hi, Trinity Friends and Family!

As we jump back into our programming and the start of the 2026-2027 school year, I can’t help but sing to myself a wonderful
and applicable song from the movie Billy Madison: “Back to School…Back to School…” 

I jest – although I’m currently playing it on YouTube on repeat as I type this - so maybe I don’t jest after all, but I do think it’s
going to be a spectacular Kick Off!
 
Youth grown-ups should have gotten an email from me recently that had all the details of what to expect this semester but I
want to reiterate them here to ensure we’re starting the 2026-2027 program year strong! Can I get a whoot-whoot? 

Check it out…

Youth Group - TIME CHANGE!

Heads up all - our time of fellowship & faith formation for 6th to 12th grade youth is moving out of the Faith Formation Hour
at 11:30am and into the Worship Hour (10:15am-11:15am). Like with the younger kids, youth will now have the choice to go
upstairs for Youth Group after the children’s moment. Special during worship opportunities may be available for youth on
select 1st Sundays as well! There are lots of during Faith Formation options for youth explained in the Kick Off section of the
newsletter. Please reach out to me or Laura (Director of Discipleship) with any questions or concerns!
 
Why Church?

I am incredibly excited for our theme for this year! During Why Church? we will take some questions we have been talking and
wondering about over the past few program years and dive even deeper. Topics will include things like: 

Why is the Bible Still Relevant Today?
Why is Worship Important? 
Why Love? 
…and more! 

Additional details are in my program year email, but reach out to me if you have any questions or concerns. It’s going to be an
amazing program year of wondering and questioning as we ask the simple question of “Why?”.

 Annie Slabaugh, Youth Director - a.slabaugh@grtumc.org

Page  10 / SEPTEMBER 2026

mailto:a.slabaugh@grtumc.org


Page  11 / SEPTEMBER 2026

Community Ministries Did you hear what’s happening with the 
Community Ministries Program this fall?

As the warm summer days turn to cooler fall evenings, it is a BUSY time of the year in the life of the church. The
Community Ministries Program is no different as we are planning for our upcoming school year program that starts in
October. We are trying to add a few more volunteers to our team this year, we’re program planning, we were looking for a
new person (We found someone!) to lead our Transition Program as Larry and Suzy are taking a well-deserved step back
from the week-to-week leadership of this program they have dedicated their lives to. We are continuing to meet with
donors to add stability to our funding model.  We are planning for and lining up speakers for our “ A Night to Remember”
Community Ministries Program Dinner happening here at Trinity on November 6th from 6-8pm (Save The Date),
finalizing the date for our “My Life In Pieces” event happening mid-October on the topic of Substance Abuse & Addiction
Recovery.  All this, in addition to a million other things happening with Congress Elementary School and things
happening with Kick Off here at Trinity UMC.

So, if you have a positive attitude and spirit, love working with children and want to
be part of a wonderful church small group of amazing volunteers, reach out to
Matt Wtkowski at (616) 55-2418 or email m.witkowsk@grtumc.org about joining
our team and becoming Commnity Ministries Program Volunteer today!

If you are looking for a deeper insight into the drug images that you see
online or in the news, then come experience “My Life in Pieces” where you
hear firsthand accounts as the speaker pulls back the curtain, gets raw and
shares their story. You can come if you are dealing with this difficult topic, as
an ally for a family member or friend, or simply as someone who wants to
learn more from someone who has lived through and navigated difficult
seasons.

If you want to be proud and inspired by the work that Trinity UMC and the
Community Ministries Program is doing in our community as well as hear
from our community partners in this wonderfully unique evening with music,
great food and touching storytelling from community leaders, parents from
our Community Ministries and Faith on the Fly Program, teachers/staff from
Congress Elementary School, and more. If this sounds amazing, then put “A
Night To Remember” Dinner on Nov 6th from 6-8pm on your calendar.

If you want to be the church during this BUSY Fall season, enjoy this unique, quality programming that brings people
together to help make our community a better place then get engaged, bring a friend and share your experiences and
what you have learned with others both inside AND outside the church! It’s always a busy time of year, but joining these
opportunities will fill your bucket and not drain it like other activities can do. Enjoy the season and reach out to learn more!

mailto:m.witkowsk@grtumc.org

	Trinity In Touch
	September 2026
	Pastor Mike………...…….........1-2
	Church Family.........................2
	Ministry Spotlight..................2
	Outreach & Advocacy...........3
	Engage.................................3-10
	Youth .......................................10
	Community Ministries.........11
	Mission
	Our Mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
	Vision
	We strive to be an inclusive faith community that extends God’s love in our neighborhood and world.
	Core Values
	Diversity & Inclusiveness:
	Seeking to affirm every person as a child of God.
	Scripture, Tradition,
	Experience and Reason:
	Searching for truth
	in our faith community.
	Peace & Justice:
	Striving for positive social change in our neighborhood and world.
	Trinity UMC
	1100 Lake Drive SE
	Grand Rapids, MI  49506 616.456.7168 office@grtumc.org

	Picture This: One Church, One Family, One Photo
	So mark it down, spread the word, remind your neighbors, and come ready to smile. On October 4th, let's celebrate our connection to Christians around the whole world and to each other with, one table, one photo, one church.

	Hospitality Statement

	Ministry Spotlight
	Trinity Kids’ Food Basket Volunteers Return This Fall
	2026–2027 Volunteer Dates:


	Church Family
	ALTAR FLOWERS
	PRAYER REQUESTS
	CONDOLENCES
	richandmarty@sbcglobal.net
	adam.ophoff@gmail.com
	#2090

	Outreach & Advocacy
	Opportunities to Engage
	Friday, September 25 from 1:00pm-3:00pm
	Art Prize in Downtown Grand Rapids.
	Explore some of the City Center Art Prize venues with your Trinity friends! Meet at 1:00pm at the northeast corner of Veterans Memorial Park at the corner of E Park Place NE & Library Street NE; across the street from the GRPL Downtown building. We will try to get to several larger venues like Fountain Street, Kendall, the Amway Grand, Park Church, etc. There will be a snack & beverage stop part way through our extended 2 hour timeframe in case anyone needs refreshments or a few minutes to rest.

	Friday, October 23 from 1:00pm-2:00pm
	East Paris Nature Park at 5995 E Paris Ave SE, Kentwood, MI 49512.
	Park in the spots on the south end of the Endeavor Elementary School parking lot. Gather near the trail signs just inside the fence (near the picnic pavilion).

	Friday, November 13 from 1:00pm-2:00pm
	Pickerel Lake Park at 6001 Ramsdell Rd NE, Cannonsburg, MI 49317.
	Park in the main lot off Ramsdell. Gather near the trailhead on the western side of the parking lot (near the long boardwalk). This park is a little further out of town, so plan extra travel time (25 minutes).
	RSVPs are requested but not required. Contact Laura Johns at l.johns@grtumc.org to RSVP or to get added to the email list for additional details.
	A huge thank you to everyone that attended our annual Protection Policy & Safety Training on Sunday, August 30th. For all the latest information on Protection Policy, volunteer & staff requirements, training, and more – check out our website at: https://www.grtumc.org/protection-policy/
	Still have questions or concerns about how to proceed or whether you need additional training/forms? Contact Laura Johns, Director of Discipleship, at l.johns@grtumc.org.
	Page 4 / SEPTEMBER 2026

	ADULT SMALL GROUPS
	The Trinity Guide
	Program Area Flyers
	Children & Youth Paperwork
	This year we’re adjusting the Sunday morning faith formation line-up slightly for our middle & high school youth as well as adjusting our Youth Choir & Bells rehearsal times which effects kids & youth of all ages.
	TIME CHANGE: Youth Group
	#1. Kinship Quest
	#2. New Date & Time: Youth Choir & Bells
	#3. Volunteer: Kinship Quest
	#4. Volunteer: Nursery
	#5. Unsupervised Time
	Join us at Schwallier’s Country Basket in Sparta for another daytime outing on Saturday, October 17th from 3:30pm-5:30pm.
	We’ve rented the upstairs of the big red barn again for a private gathering & fellowship space. We’ll meet there before heading out into the public areas on a special all-ages scavenger hunt – can you find the baby goats, the pumpkin patch, the rubber duck races, the special family photo booth with our amazing photographer Randy ready to take a perfect fall family pic? We’ll reconvene in the barn for a time of sharing with cider & donuts.
	The cost is $15 per person and includes the barn rental, cider, donuts, cow train passes, goat food, and other Trinity supplies. Free activities around the barn include petting zoo, duck races, straw pile, corn crib play area, slides, swings, and more!
	Additional food items, apple picking, pumpkins, and access to the Back 40 (where we met for evening bonfires in years past) are not included in what you’re paying to Trinity. The Schwallier's website has information on apple ripening, other activity pricing, and more!
	But Laura, why aren’t we doing an evening bonfire again? I thought we were going to try to alternate these fun daytime adventures with the more daring evening ones? You’re right, friend and I’m sorry to report that unfortunately, Schwallier’s is no longer offering evening bonfire events. We may look at autumn adventures at other sites in future years if there’s enough interest.
	For more information and to sign up, use our online registration form at: tinyurl.com/TUMC-Orchard2026
	If you have questions about this opportunity, contact Laura Johns at l.johns@grtumc.org.
	This program year instead of monthly Popcorn Party Time movie & game nights, the Discipleship Team has decided to try a few bigger “Family Nights.” Similar to the Fall and Winter Break Family Nights hosted recently, these themed events will feature opportunities for all ages!
	Hop on over to our first Family Night of the 2026-2027 program year on Friday, October 2nd from 5:00pm-8:30pm. You don’t want to miss “Hoppers” themed activities, dinner, dessert & a mini creation justice service project. Plus, we’ll close our time with a screening of the film!
	As Grandma Tanaka says, “It's hard to be mad when you feel like you're part of something big.” And this, my friends, will be big! So join us and remember that you are welcome at this event. Regardless of your age, whether you have kids, whether the idea of talking beavers freaks you out, or whether you have never seen a Pixar film – you are welcome and have a place here with us!
	In order to plan supplies and food appropriately, we need folks to RSVP. There is a suggested donation of $10 per person; maximum $35 per family to help offset food & supply costs. That said, we never want price to prevent participation, so you're always welcome to select the subsidized options on our online form.
	Get all the details and register at: https://tinyurl.com/TUMC-FN26.
	Questions? Contact Laura Johns at l.johns@grtumc.org.
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